VSGA Awards 2019 About our School

Noble Park Primary School services a residential area in South-Eastern Melbourne. The school was established at Buckley Street,
Park in 1911 and since then has undergone vast social and environmental changes. Today, it is a culturally rich school community t
represented by over forty language groups. A large number of families have recently arrived in Australia and as such the school ha:
ratio of EAL learners. The current enrolment is around 375 students.

In order to cater to the cohort, the school focuses on relationship building and offers a wide range of support programs including a
Women’s Group, a Playgroup and a daily Breakfast Club service.

Our diverse spaces support the security, safety and aesthetic appreciation of students coming from low SES backgrounds. Recent
investigation by a Finnish researcher, working at our school emphasises the efficacy of the outdoor spaces at NPPS catering for these
factors.




Appearance and Ground Facilities

We have fantastic open spaces and luxuriant gardens that students can explore. We pride ourselves at Noble Park

primary that students have access to any area of the school ground there are no fences or gates preventing students
from exploring and enjoying their school grounds

» These include a Dry River Creek Bed, a Sensory Garden and a Forest with many species of native and introduced
shrubs and trees.

» Students are encouraged to use the outdoor environments to enjoy nature walks, investigative play, scientific
learning including exploring the environments of mini-beasts.




» We have landscaped our oval into mounds and hills and created a woodland to add to the exciteme

playing outdoors. Children can hide amongst the trees and in Autumn experience the joy of kicking
through and crunching the leaves.

We also have a Play Pod filled with interesting bits and pieces. Students are encouraged to use Pod
equipment in their imaginative play at lunchtime, as well as in design challenges. Students make
obstacles, hammocks, cubbies and slides, to name a few of their creations.



Noble Park Primary is unique in that is has many different features and outdoor spaces that are accessi
students at all times. Our Kitchen Garden is a key part of our outdoor spaces and consists of the followi

A chicken coop and run exists for the school’s four hens to roam, forage and enjoy the open spaces.

Three worm farms are available for students to observe the decomposition process and understand th
role of worms in enriching soil.

Rows of garden beds containing a variety of vegetables reflect what is seasonal.
Water tanks collect rain and are attached to a sprinkler system to water the fruit trees and garden be

Compost bays exist in the middle of the garden and allow for the scraps from nude food (fruit peels)
decompose naturally. The compost is a rich source of nutrients for our recently established orchard.

In the future we intend to extend our orchard by planting more grafted fruit trees and enrich them
natural fertilisers and premium sugar cane mulch. We also hope to extend our sprinkler system to w
these new trees. This would allow more harvesting of fruit internally, which could be used as a nat
sweetener in desserts in our Kitchen Program.

Students complete a journal at the tables to reflect upon their learning experiences in the gard






We have a wide variety of features in our outdoor spaces that students utilise regularly:

Features across our other Outdoor Spaces

The Dry River Creek Bed borders a ropes course and running track that covers the perimeter of the school oval, and is utilised
regularly to facilitate Science and Physical Education lessons.

The Forest is a space that is widely used for outdoor learning, sports and games, social-emotional learning and reflection time.

Our Picking Garden is where students are allowed to pick flowers and leaves to use for imaginative play; for example in their potio
and recipes. They are also allowed to pluck flowers for craft activities.




New Developments : Frog Bog

We are building a frog bog students have assisted with the design and with the responsibility of bui
it.

We are using recycled materials in the construction. Old bath tubs and metal doors. This allows stud
have safe access to the area.

The area will be landscaped by the students using native plants and grasses




» The school’s Sensory Garden is a recent development of early 2018
and aims to stimulate the senses via soft sand, running water,
textured pathways and tight stands of bamboo that brush against
the children as they play and hide.

» Students were involved with the Kitchen Garden staff and Bunnings
Warehouse to plant the bamboo. The bamboo has flourished and
today, students can use the Sensory Garden to relax, create sand
sculptures and explore the range of sensory opportunities.

» A rainwater pump has also been attached to a bicycle in the
Sensory Garden to encourage exercise.




The Greenhouse

» Our Greenhouse is the most recent development in our school. Plants and trays were put in by our
Middle Learning House students.

» The Greenhouse is not only used for produce, but harnessed as a teaching opportunity to show the
human endeavour in manipulating physical environments for optimal plant growth conditions.
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Our School Garden is a key part of our school’s Kitchen Garden Program:

» Via the school’s Nude Food Program, children are encouraged to bring unwrapped food to school an
compost their organic scraps.

» By planting crops that are in season, students are able to learn about being sustainable and water
wise.

» This also facilitates learning about nutrition and dietary needs, and helps students consider their
consumption choices.

» Students have the aim of using as much produce from the garden in the recipes they cook each
week. This requires them to learn about, and take ownership of looking after the crops and the
chickens.

» They also learn how to use garden tools safely - learning activities are hands-on, collaborative and
are a form of exercise.

» Students who are shown to have accomplished the relevant skills are awarded with licenses by
teachers when they are deemed competent.







Our Forest

The Forest was created as a natural play space recognising that children need to explore and connect with natural environme
is an authentic way for children to learn about sustainability and biodiversity. Organic in nature, it attracts a wide range of fa
well as being popular with community members and local kindergartens.

» Our Forest is used for play and exploration. Students climb trees and build huts and forts using branches and shrubs that are
scattered throughout the Forest. Students also create ‘installations’, positioning branches, logs and other natural materials,
are secreted away in different areas of the forest.

» The Forest space is a versatile learning environment providing opportunities to create an outdoor classroom where students
engage in Circle Time, Reading Activities and Mathematical and Scientific Investigations. Teachers also use this area for one-ol
pastoral chats.

» The Kitchen Garden Program will also regularly host learning activities which students rotate through. For example, students
might be required to identify species of trees in a scavenger hunt, or gather items for craftwork.




Student Involvement

Our students have a high degree of ownership of the school garden space as part of the kitchen
garden program students are responsible for the up keep of the entire school grounds.

Our middle and senior school students are responsible for the mulching, weeding and the general
maintenance of our school garden.

We have a Green Team these students will meet once a month and have been involved in tree
planting and the development of our new frog bog.

Students are also responsible for the schools composting program




The Playgroup Program that runs on Thursday
mornings allows an opportunity for toddlers to
enter our school garden and enjoy the lush
surrounds. Children are able to partake in craft
activities that enhance their motor skills.

Parents have volunteered their time and skill.
We have a beautiful new mural painted by a
parent and another volunteered his time
showing students how to use the pizza oven

The Program also allows for parents in the
community to build social networks.

Students from Monash University volunteer as
part of the Monash Minds program and help
students in the garden.




Teachers using our Garden
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of mini-beasts. Students are able to examine
insects inside magnification globes and record
their findings.

» Teachers regularly use the garden in order to
wind down students after a long day. Some
Home Rooms conduct their Home Room
meetings outdoors to help students feel more
relaxed. This typically has the effect of
increasing participation.

» It’s also a great place for a calm pastoral chat!
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