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About The School 
• Glen Iris Primary School was established in 1865 and recently celebrated its 150th 

Anniversary.   

• Today, the school has 420 students enrolled in over 19 classes.  

• Glen Iris Primary School is very family and community orientated and hold many 
social events throughout the year.  The Cake & Produce Stall is a recent inclusion to 
the terms activities and has been a wonderful way to fundraise for much needed 
equipment. 

• The staff members provide quality education that fosters a love of learning and 
encourages the children to live by the schools motto – to ‘Aim High’. 

 
 

 



2. Appearance 

• Glen Iris Primary School is a tidy school built on small grounds.  It was established in 1865. 

• It has 5 play equipment areas spread out for different year levels to enjoy.   

• There is plenty of seating around the synthetic turf area (which is used during play time for 
ball sports and other games).  More seating is scattered around garden beds for quiet 
reflective time. 

• Glen Iris Primary School has many old Oak trees on the premises and a beautiful big 
Eucalyptus tree near the turf area which provide a lot of shade over play equipment. 

 



3. Special Features 
• Glen Iris Primary School has 2 large water tanks which are connected to the student toilets. 

•   Solar panels have been installed on the Library roof which power the ipads, computers and 
lighting during the day.   

• The school has 2 chickens (Marshmallow and Pepper) and they are housed in the vegetable 
patch along with the compost bins and worm farms.   

• Seating has been installed around the outdoor turf area.  This was purpose built to be used as 
an outdoor classroom. 

• As part of the 150th celebrations, students were able to decorate bricks, and these have been 
installed on the boundary walls. 

• A beautiful mosaic was made by students to recognise the special aspects of the school.  It 
features the Chickens, Tawny Frog Mouth Owls that live in the oak trees, The Windows of the 
old building and the special Tea Pot used for raffle draws at assembly. 

 

 



Special Features 

Compost Bins Water Tanks Veggie Garden & chickens 

Solar panels on Library roof 

Seating along garden beds 



4. New Development 
• This year the students at Glen Iris Primary School requested a garden where they could sit 

amongst trees and listen to nature. 

• After much planning and research, an indigenous bird garden was erected in September 2017 
featuring a path, chair, logs to sit on and over 100 indigenous flowering plants. 

 

 

The area before planting 
The new bird garden 



5. Use of Garden 
• The new bird garden is a wonderful place for children to sit.  It was once an unused dusty 

area, but as the plants grow it will be a haven for students and birdlife alike.  After creation, 
many children were overheard saying that ‘It is the best place in the whole school’. 

• The plants in the garden have been listed on a sign to help families become familiar with 
indigenous plants and inspire them to create similar gardens at home.  The plants have been 
broken down into categories – ground cover, shrubs, tall shrubs and trees. 

• The grade 5/6 Sustainability team studied the plants they wanted in the garden and have 
learnt that cuttings can be taken and transplanted around the school grounds. 

 

 



6. Student Involvement 
• Students have been involved in the entire process of the Indigenous Bird Garden.   

• They came up with the idea to have an area to sit amongst trees, helped design the layout, 
chose plants that they would like to see in the garden, offered their help on the working bee 
to shovel top soil and mulch, helped plant around 130 plants – including cuttings that were 
received from the local Landcare Group ‘Friends of Gardiners Creek’.  Painted the Bird House, 
and in the near future, will paint the 3 timber pillars in Indigenous colours.   

• Students can water the garden using buckets that have been placed under the drinking 
fountains.   

• All classes were taken to look at the new garden and each discussed the importance of every 
one looking after the plants to make sure they grow. 



7. Parent/Teacher, Community  
• Teachers helped children in the lead up to the garden being constructed.  They worked 

alongside parents to pass on the children’s requests of layout, seating, bird houses and plants 
to be used. 

• Many parents helped at the working bee to erect the garden.  We had parents with contacts 
in the building industry to loan diggers and equipment for punching down the path, Parents 
helped carry heavy blue stones and constructed the walking path.  They also helped children 
shovel dirt and mulch into the wheelbarrows to be taken to the garden beds.  

•  Contacts were made with the local Landcare group ‘Friends of Gardiners Creek’.  They very 
kindly donated 6 plants and 20 cuttings that the children planted in the garden.  Friends of 
Gardiners Creek also volunteered to show parents the types of plants they have used in the 
area, and the size they grow, which was very helpful in the planning process. 

• City of Boroondara helped with brochures on local biodiversity and recommended their 
website which had a huge amount of helpful information. 

• VINC – Victorian Indigenous Nurseries Co op supplied the school with over 100 native plants. 

 

 



Sustainability 
• Glen Iris Primary School is situated near one of the 58 significant environmental sites in the 

Boroondara council zone.  This site is regularly visited by approximately 157 native bird 
species.  37 of these native birds are considered rare or threated in the Greater Melbourne 
area.  We erected the Indigenous bird garden to help build corridors between significant 
environmental sites for local wildlife, and to increase awareness about the importance of 
backyard biodiversity.   

• Most of the plants in the garden are self sufficient and will require minimal watering. 

• Friends of Gardiners Creek are happy to work alongside the school to start propagating 
grasses from seed to use within the grounds.  This will broaden students knowledge about 
indigenous gardening. 

• VINC sell locally grown indigenous plants and are a great contact should we require more. 

• This bird garden will significantly improve the soil conditions of the once dusty and unused 
area of the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

Glen Iris Primary School is 
situated near Gardiners 
Creek, Nettleton Park and 
Ferndale Park. These park 
areas are full of native flora 
and fauna. 



Recyclable Materials 
• The bird houses used in the garden were made from old materials found in the school shed.  

A parent helped to make them and children painted them beautiful colours.   

• Some poles were erected in the garden (to be painted in Indigenous colours).  These poles 
were also found in the school grounds.  

• The lovely chair was removed years ago from the grounds as it was unsafe.  It has finally 
found a new home. 

• The digger we had on the working bee unearthed heaps of mulch which had been compacted 
down over time through out the school.  It was relocated to the new garden beds. 

 



Conclusion 
The Indigenous Bird Garden was a huge success and will grow to be one of the most 
calming places to sit for children suffering from anxiety, or for those that just want to 
be close to nature.   

Being in a school that is situated close to the city, with small grounds and minimal 
natural play space, these gardens are much needed and very precious.   

This garden will be a valuable learning resource and haven for students throughout 
the years to come, and it would be nice to create similar spaces like this in the near 
future. 

 

 


